


TRI A
Introduction to AP American Government and Politics Unit 1: Foundations 
of American Democracy (15-22%)
Unit 2: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (13-18%)
Unit 3: American Political Culture, Ideologies and Beliefs (10-15%)

TRI B
Unit 4: Political Participation, Parties, and Electoral Process (20-27%)

INTERACTIONS BETWEEN BRANCHES (25-36%)
Unit 5: The Executive Branch and Mass Media 
Unit 6: Bureaucracy and Public Policy 

TRI C
Unit 7: The Legislative Branch and Special Interest Groups 
Unit 8: The Judicial Branch



The AP Government and Politics Exam

Section I: 55 multiple-choice questions (1 hour and 20 
min)

Section II: Four free-response questions (1 hour and 40 
minutes)



The AP requires that we master several 
primary source documents related to the 
founding of the country.  

You will be required to know:
• The context of the document
• How the document addresses the relationship 

between the structure and power of the federal 
government and individual rights 







You will be required to learn fifteen key 
Supreme Court cases for this class.  For 
each class, you will need to know:

• Key facts of the case
• The majority opinion of The Court
• Reasoning of The Court including 

constitutional support







“Elections in the US are characterized by low voter turnout. 

A. Discuss two demographic characteristics associated with nonvoting 

B.  Discuss three institutional obstacles associated with nonvoting”--Question 4 (1998)
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What is it?
The FRQ is a short essay. You may write as 
many or as few paragraphs as you need to 
fully answer the prompt. 
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There are four types on the AP exam that 
we will be practicing throughout the year:

I. Scenario: Apply political concepts and 
ideas to the context of a given scenario.

II.  SCOTUS Decisions: Apply one of fifteen 
Supreme Court decisions to a situation 
and/or compare it to another case.
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Quantitative Analysis: Analyze and 
interpret quantitative data represented in 
tables, charts, graphs, maps, and 
infographics. 

III.  Argumentative: Develop an argument 
citing one or more required primary source 
documents.


